light fixtures with more efficient ones, and moving interior partitions to
accommodate new functions are among the activities that building owners and
users undertake periodically to improve the facility's overall performance.
Figure 5 illustrates how these periodic renewals raise performance level and
extend service life.8
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Figure 5 Periodic renewals raise performance and can extend service life.

SCALE OF THE OBSOLESCENCE PROBLEM

Obsolescence becomes a significant problem when it occurs in the early
years of a facility's service life. Although the committee could find no
comprehensive basis for estimating the scale of facilities obsolescence problems,
anecdotal evidence suggests that the problem is substantial. With frustrating

8In the absence of such renewals, buildings typically are abandoned,
becoming blights on the landscape and community, or demolished, becoming a
burden to the natural environment. Dealing effectively with obsolescence thus
potentially has very broad benefits.
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